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THE OIJIANAS
()
N the northeastern shoulder of the
continent lies a huge block of terri-
tory as large as France and Spain
combined. It is in reality an island, since it
is bounded on the north and east by the
Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean, on the
south by the Amazon River, and on the north-
west and west by the continuous waterway
formed by the Orinoco, the Casiquiare and
the Negro rivers, the last named an affluent
of the Amazon. Like the north Andean
republics, the Guiana country is made up
of mountains, highlands, and low-lying plains,
and lies wholly in the tropics; its produc-
tiveness thus embraces nearly every cereal
and vegetable found in the three great zones
of the earth.
Guiana was discovered, named, and first
occupied by the Spanish in the very begin-
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ning of things in South America. It ac-
quired fame in the latter part of the six-
teenth century as one of the regions in which
the home of El Dorado was supposed to be
located—the fateful will-o'-the-wisp that was
chased by the early fortune hunters all over
the region from the mountain fastnesses about
Bogota, in Colombia, to the Paran&, in south-
ern Brazil, the lure which brought disaster
even to such men of intelligence and practical
common sense as Sir Walter Raleigh and
Sir Francis Drake. The long-sought Lake
Guatavita (now known to be located near
Bogota), in whose sacred waters El
Dorado bathed his gilded body, was once
supposed to lie near the source of the Ori-
noco in the Parbna Mountains, and, indeed,
geologists now contend that such a lake did
exist ages ago in these mountainous heights,
and it is unquestionably true that on the line
northward from this point runs a vein of gold
richer than any in the known world, and that
this vein had been worked by the Indians
from time immemorial.
The lure of the gold, purged, however, of
its myth, has survived to our own day, for
we all remember Great Britain's effort, in her
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boundary dispute with Venezuela, to extend
her Guiana boundary over the rich gold
fields south of the Orinoco delta.
Until 1624, the Spanish succeeded in hold-
ing Guiana against all corners; but in that
year the Dutch West India Company gained
a foothold at the head of the Essequibo delta,
and was confirmed in its possession by the
treaty of Muster in 1648, at the dose of
the war between Spain and the Netherlands.
After this opening, other nations made haste
to share in a partition of the rich territory.
The French established a colony at Cayenne;
the English made a settlement and called it
Surreyham, after the Earl of Surrey—
whence the present name of Surinam—and
eventually the country was partitioned among
the five nations: Brazil became the owner of
that portion trailing off southward to the
Amazon which Portugal had wrested from
Spain, and which is now sometimes called
Brazilian Guiana, although it is an integral
part of the United States of Brazil; France
still retains Cayenne, now known as French
Guiana; the Dutch are now installed in the
Surinam colony, which came into their pos-
session at the time of the British occupation
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of New York, and is now called Dutch Gui-
ana; Great Britain owns the three settle-
ments at Demerara, Berbice, and Essequibo,
captured in 1808 from the Dutch and after-
ward ceded to her by the treaty of 1814, and
which now constitute British Guiana, and,
lastly, Venezuela, as successor to the title of
Spain, owns the rest of the highlands, south
of Parima and Pacarima, the territory for-
merly known as Spanish Guiana until the
revolution of the Venezuelan colonists.
British Guiana is 109,000 square miles in
area—larger than the United Kingdom—
and has a population of about 800,000, made
up of 150,000 negroes, 100,000 East Indiana,
15,000 Portuguese, 10,000 British and Euro-
peans, and the balance of mestizo.. It is di-
vided into three counties, which correspond
to the old settlements--Demerara, Berbice,
and Essequibo. Georgetown, the capital, is
on the right bank of the Demerara River at
its mouth. It is an attractive port city of
about 60,000 inhabitants, heavily shaded with
tropical trees, and presents the substantial
appearance of most British colonial centers.
Just now its interests are being rather neglect-
ed, but, as the shipping point of a sugar
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area productive enough to supply the mother
country, it could be developed into one of
the great ports of the Caribbean.
The area of Dutch Guiana is 46,060 square
miles, and its population numbers about 70,-
000. The capital, Paramaribo, isacity of
some 80,000 inhabitants, located at the junc-
tion of the Surinam and Commewine rivers,
about ten miles from the sea. The colony's
trade in coffee, cacao, rubber, timber, and
gold has not yet been developed to such
proportions as to make it self-supporting; it
is still subsidized by the mother country.
French Guiana is known to us principally
as a penal settlement Since the days of the
French Revolution, Devil's Island, off the
coast, has been used by the French govern-
ment as a penal establishment, and in recent
years the world has become familiar with its
supposed terrors by reading the account of
Captain Dreyfus's sufferings. Nevertheless,
French Guiana has all the capabilities of the
other Guianas, and could be made richly pro-
ductive. Its area is 81,000 square miles and
its population about 25,000; that of its cap-
ital, the city of St. Louis, on the Island of
Cayenne, now numbers slightly over 15,000.
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